Prostate carcinoma and long term survival.
The long term survival of patients with prostate carcinoma is not well understood. The objective of the current study was to investigate the temporal trend of prostate carcinoma mortality in patients who survived > or = 10 years after diagnosis. Men with prostate carcinoma diagnosed from 1958 through 1983 in the Stockholm/Gotland region in Sweden and who survived > or = 10 years after the diagnosis were investigated regarding survival beyond 10 years. The expected survival was calculated from an annually selected age and time-matched cohort of men from the general population in the same geographic region. The relative survival was expressed as the annual quotient of the observed survival over the expected survival. The authors identified 1896 patients who had survived > or = 10 years. The relative survival decreased up to approximately 18 years after the diagnosis, whereupon it reached a plateau that was constant up to 30 years after diagnosis. Men with prostate carcinoma surviving > or = 10 years have an excess mortality compared with age-matched controls. This excess mortality ceases 20 to 23 years after diagnosis and the observed and the expected survival are similar, indicating few, if any, deaths from prostate carcinoma from there on.